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G e c ko feet are highly spe c i a l i zed to function in the
p a rticular env i ro n m e nt the gecko lives in.The diffe re nt
ty pes of gecko genera are named for their ty pes of fe e t :

■ Rhacodactylus: web-fingered
■ Pachydactylus: thick-fingered
■ Ptyodactylus: split-fingered

In Lat i n ,“d a cty l u s” means finger or toe. Most geckos have adhesive
lamellae made up of a sys tem of tiny hairs that grip surf a ces with the
a s s i s t a n ce of molecular at t ra ct i o n . Howeve r, not all geckos have
“s t i c ky fe e t”and have toes with we b b i n g, l i ke we b - foo ted gecko s
(Pa c h yd a ctylus ra n g e i) , or toes with toenails that gri p, l i ke leopard
g e c kos (Eu b l e p h a ris maculari u s) . Some gecko s, such as Ptyod a cty l u s
g u t t a t u s, Ge h y ra marg i n a t a,Ge k ko vittatus, Ptyc h ozoon lionotum a n d
Rh a cod a ctylus leachianus, h ave adhesive lamellae and claws, a double
a dva ntage to get them where they wa nt to go! 

Gekko vittatus possess claws
that grip and also adhesive lamellae.

Rhacodactylus leachianus possess claws
that grip and also adhesive lamellae.

Eublepharis macularius

How geckos’ feet 
actually help them 
reach new heights.

Eublepharis macularius possess 
toenails that grip.
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Rhacodactylus leachianusPtychozoon lionotum possess claws that
grip and also adhesive lamellae.

Ptyodactylus guttatus possess claws that
grip and also adhesive lamellae.

Gehyra marginata possess claws that grip
and also adhesive lamellae.


